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portance of that kind of influence or beneficence which i 
sibly exerted. The tremendous weight and efficacy of th 
agg aban the other, and. the nsibility laid Bi us 
to this, are felt in no such or proportion as 
be; and the consequent loss we suffer in character, as well 
as that which the Church suffers in beauty and strength, is incal- 
; ‘The more stress, too, needs to be laid on this subject of 
influence, because it is insensible ; because it is out of 
, when we seek to traceit, beyond ‘efull di 
If thé doubt occur to any of you, in the announcement of this 
subject, whether we are ptoperly. responsible for an i 
which, we exert insensibly ; we are not, I reply, except so as 
this influence flows directly from our stad -ani fi 
And this it dees, even much more uniformly resapatity 
; thelatter we may fail of our end by & wangof wi 
del cae Coat ws weciorialin Gade hcael ies 
dedy «So, again, we may really succeed, and do great 
ve endeavors, from motives al base and ‘hypo- 
critical, in which case we are as evil, in God’s sight, as if we “had 
. taile ee the influences, we exert unconsciously will almost 
’_ sever. dis .. ith our real character. ‘They are honest influ- 
ie ri g our sock ne the acid om hag sau. 
More, we are mu Hes erarnly perouene r them, 
s ou pen Se seeing pattie 
s that we'do, not see, 
of soci esata og te fen wl 
4 ey are 
“si BS Baeciy er seni, it is laimetelibls bo 
ibility for their effects on the world. We must 
& purpose, but for the influ- 
tire sad 
Siibdiig ise: 


jained, causes, sung, reasoned and taught ;—always oct 
e ng. forth. what they do with a purpose. But what they 
ir the streams of in nence that flow out from 
jen on the world, they cannot trace or cofh- 
ue ae a ee make 
what, with a Tpose, 
et 5 of ath that axe easter 
example. The same is true 
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to receive impressions, and catch the meaning of signs ‘ 
in us whatsoev fais itothele penis MOUs LOM, ¢ 


he impressions .they reeeive.do not come through verbal .pro 
sitions, and are. never received into verbal propositic 
precisely on this account. are they the more powerft 
is as if, one heart. were thus going directly, 


permanently to affect the character of p sof mature age. _. 
do not say that it. must of i their character, for t 
evil looked upon ap atenche Ee or welcomed .in p 

but it is something» to have these bad. images. in the. soul,.givi 
out their expressions there, and diffusing their 
thoughts, as: long as we live, .. How 


= = a hi ee: of our intercourse . or with ei 
Bat how very seldom, in comparison, do we ake by mean 
of speech to influence others! yen. the.best Christian, one 
i whereas he is all the while 
and icating of 


- But there is yet another view of this double. line ‘of-¢o 
cation which man has with his fellow-men, which is. more 
i asp | le apa wl gi 
members Society, and by t parts ; 
mass, ot members. of involuntary. soviety. You are all, ina. 
‘ou are also, in a certain other WTO PANS Ae CORN Oe 
Say et ibe pave ol a tenes I bon, you ask how it i A rea 
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the members of a state‘or family is sovereign over A 
It always results in what men’ call the national or family spirit ; 
for there is. a spirit peculiar to every.state and family in the world. 
Sometimes, too, this national or family ‘spirit takes a religious or 
an irreligious character, and appears alinost to absorb the religio 
self-government of an individual. ‘ What was the national spirit of 
France, for example, at a certain time, but a spirit of infidelity? 
What is the religious spirit of Spain at this moment, but a spirit 
of bigotry, quite as wide-of Christianity and destructive to charac- 
ter as the spirit of falsehoo@? Whiat is the family spiritin many a 
but the spirit of gain, or pleasure, or appetite, in which every- 
thing that is warm, dignified, genial,and good in religion is visibly 
Sometimes you will almost fancy that you see the shapes 
of money in the eyes of the children. So it is that we are led on 
nations, as it were, to a or bad immortality. Far down 
im the secret foundations of life and society, there lie concealed 
great laws and channels of influence, which make the rave’ com- 
mon to each other in-all the main departments or divisions of the 
social mass—laws which often escape our notice altogether, but 
i i i m gten works. 
more fit, perhaps, to 
ception of the modes of influence and their 
verify that conception, or establish its truth. 
therefore, some miscellaneous proofs of a 


a Sedna fro of all, the instinct of a Sn jude. 
e begin our mortal expérience, not witlr acts in judg- 
ment or reason, or with ideas received ha but by 
simple imitation, and, under the guidance of this, we lay our foun- 
ions. The child looks and listens, and whatsoever tone of feel- 
‘ing or manner of conduct is displayed around him, sinks into’ his 
plastic, passive soul, and becomes a mould of his being ever after. 
handling of the nursery is significant, and the petulance, 

i gentleness, the erariqillity indicated by it, are all. 


in the child. His soul is‘a purely receptive nature, 
a considerable period, without choice or selection. A 
i i ing he sees. 
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scious influence over children. liars 
Stillfurther.on, respectfor others. takes the place, of. uitati 

We.naturally desire the. approbation or, good opinion eh . 

You see the strength of this feeling in the article of fashion... How 

few; persons have the nerve to resist.a fashion! We. have fashions, 

tog, in. literature, and in worship, and in moral and us 

trine, almost. equally powerfyl. . How many will. violate. 

rules of society, because it.is. the practice of their, circle!” 

many reject Christ because of friends or scanaanisnate Nae 

cp ovancon af die iahadaes ianaeideand alae 

last day shows them what they have done! Every 

thus a power in his. person, moré mighty than his words ant 

ments, and. which others. feel i he. little suspects it,, or 

bad. man too has a pack Rigs maga Ry i 

ing those around him, when itis not in his ts to do | 

injury. He is read and understood. His sensual tastes 


his unbelieving -spirit, his suppressed. leer at 
power, and take hold of the hearts of others, pais 
it 80-or not. 

Again, how. well understood is it, that the most active 
and impulses of mankind are. contagious! . How. quick 
asm, of any sort is to kindle, and how dhhow rapidly it catches, 


to another, till.a nation blazes in the flame! . In the.case o} 
crusades you have an example, where. the 

one man put all the states of Europe in motion. waet 
almost equally contagious. Fear and superstition al 

the mind of the circle in which eke are 


ee if sansa ail trade runs. ¥ 
general infatuation, is. well known. . Now, in all these e: 
the: effect is produced, not by active Ln Ln 


but mostly by that insensible - renierymo 4 
ae pnt Cy ip kivdl 


Is it also true, you.may ask, that the raicions sr SAE 
itself or tends to propagate itself in.the same way no fea- 
son to question that it does, eater of 
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they will shine of course. .And this, 

intends for you all. Is is the great dea: of 

-work of His Spirit, to make you “lights in the 
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biow. ib in, sings thot, toe. provchrings of Gouin coeannede 

and especially.in times of spiritual coldness, It. isnot, 
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a less vivid manner, but because .there are so. many:,d 

pres hing against the preacher. He is one, the people are, many; 
attempt to convince and persuade is a voluntary i ; 

their lives,on the other -hand, and iced as Vay 

who profess what is. better, are so.many 

ever streaming forth.upon the people, and 

each other. He preaches the truth, and 

are preaching the.truth down ;, and how can 

many, and by a kind of influence so uneq 

of Ged are glowing with spiritual. ee 

men, the case is different ; Ry 

preacher, and making an. atmosphere nme enti 

fall in ;, “great is the company of 

and. peopoenoanlls grt: Se-penar- Shall Teey more? ; 

——— t, my brethren, application to. 

aia meno a 

be tere to, Goo olor than yon bul hy 

how easy it is to make a winter about us, or 

Our. endeavor. is to preach the truth of Christ dis 

clearly and as forcibly, as. we can. Sometimes it hasa visibl 

and we are filled. wi ey Somnenen hatte ad 

rr, aly ep ney oy pt AE 
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SERMONSCCOCCXXVIII. 
“BY THE REVRUPUS ‘ANDERSON, ‘D.D;; 
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* \ ©THE THEORY OF MISSIONS ‘TO THE HEsTHEN. ~~ 
Now shen we are ambassador for Christ; as though God did bosseok 
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tian community. Butit.is not so with okt 
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THE THEORY OF MissioNs TO THE HEATHEN. 185 
and estrangement of the heart of man from his Maker, and the 
As when a house ‘is’ in the dead of night; our first and 
[crt se is not for eee ‘for the wr Beta 8 
within ; so the miissionary’s great concern is for the soul, 
save it from impending wrath. tia eee 
A means he employs in this ministry of reconciliation, are 
as single and spiritual as the end he has in view. He pr . 
the cross.of Christ. “The apostle Paul declares that this was his 
. grand theme. And it is remarkable’ how experience is bringing 
-is 






modern missionaries to the same result. Their grand 3 
oral instruction; their - theme is the cross, . - 
perhaps not less than in ys of the apostles,- the Holy , = 
pre to restrict his converting influences . f rng foes | 

lefly to this species of agency, and to his guia cham Ex. _ 
cepting in the schools, the usefulness of books is chiefly with those 
whose hearts have beén in some measure moved ard roused by 
the preached word. It appears to be the will of the great Redeemer, 
who came in-person''to begin the work, that his salvation shall 
everywhere be proclaimed in person by his ambas -and that 
his message of grace stiail have all the impressiveness of look and 
voice and manner, which they are able to give it; © After the man- 
ner of. their illustrious , they must teach publicly; and - 
from house to house, and warn every one night an with 
The necessity of this in order to reconcile lious men to God, 
has‘not been diminished by the multiplication of books thr 
the press. Well authenticated cases of conversion among pagans, 
by means of books alone, not excepting even the Scriptures, are'ex- © 
ceedingly rare. By the divine intment, there must also be the 
living preacher; and his must not be “ with the. wis- 
7 words, lest the cross of ‘Chri primedbendiogte pe cestrel 
fect. : , wv 3 ys ARR rer 

You see, then, brethren, the high ‘spiritual calling*of the: mis- 
sidnary. At the very threshold of his work, he’ ired, in a 

inent degree, to renounce the world. His message, wherein 

i ethos se all his of success, is concerning the cross of 
Christ; and the object of it is to restore the’ lost spi elation 
between man and God. ‘The i ion he is designing to make 
is ditectly upon the soul. And his werk lies so ether out of 
the common range of worldly ideas, and even of the ideasof' : 
professed Christians, that multitudes have no faith in it; itis to 
them like a root out of a dry ground, and they seé fo form nor 
comeliness in it, and nothing that should them to desire it. 
Nor is it until the a results come out, that these unsanetified 
lar seer Hage ont sae: “Ss 
"Aa ahaetiity of echetsting 6 epthetn of edneentan winston 
te tery of anions tothe oath. The apes bed grey 
trae theo missions to 
the advantage of us in procuring elders, or--pastire for. ; 
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educated portions.of 

re, they found mind in 

mn and it»would 
.d among their converts, 
the gos- 


Alexandri 
preteen in it aid in quali 


ices Ye ily aN 
ihe Gaetan puteacteenaend influence, by which 
their unde ‘were strengthened and spiritually illumina- 
ted, and they gifted with powers of utterance. 

i But, at the present time, the whole civilized world is at least no- 
minally Christian, and modern missions must be prosecuted among 
uncivilized, ¢ or at least partially civilized tribes and nations, from 


: relic 
morals, are exceedingly destitute of tru And yet it is notso 
much a vacuity of mind pee eh tie a with, as it 
‘is plentitude of error—the unrestrained accumulations and perver- 
sen a er for. three thousand years. But among 
_ savage heathens, it is v of mind, and not a. plenitude, we 
hheen'en apesnte upon. For, the savage has few ideas, sees only the 
— just arta receives nothing of the relations of things, 
only about his Hapsicnken experiences and 
mo eons eet 'y, history, no- 
thing of his own spiritual nature: veoh MAW - 
csuaadeemeimanapsnaisaiemaeenenerdt eed 
Prt ne ate ne ee th i I 
acation in order to procure pastors for their churches. They select 
the most promising candidates, and take the usual methods to train 
them to stand alone and firm in the gospel ministry, and to be com- 
A ts oni ei -'Phis creates, it will be perceiv- 
asystem of education of greater or less extent 
Moantenseecnel even a considerable number of 
schools. The whole is designed to secure, through 
the divine blessing, a competent. mative ministry, who shall aid mis- 
pe ae apt Tg a yet The 
schools, moreover, of every = are, or ought to be somany - 
PT pe ge of youth, to whom, often 
and friends the gospel is more or les for 
Satgeaeendn 














‘hod whet Sotrqo Of the individand wldelbosdy, incf.dca tameybeds 
the eam of ab nary Society, which directs ‘this labors: and is 
e medium of his support. The Society sends forth:men to be 
ists, rather than permanent pastors ; and when pastors are 
texeized by ‘the progress and success of the work, it seeks them 
prom. fro teense ree acme And herein it:differs from 
appropriate pra of the Home Missionary Society, which, 


0 rating on feeble churches within Christian communities, or 
operat on le ches within Chinn commen, on 


seemed pecuiier; Pay heated reachers all to become,settled pastors'as 
soon as possible reigh missionary work is in fact a vast 
evangelism ; with conquest, in order to extend the bounds of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, for its object ; having as little to do with the 
relations of this life and the of the world and sense, and as 
few relations to the kingdoms of this world, mt mes = ar 
the successful prosecution of its one grand object—the: 

the immortal sou! of man, of that: blessed attraction tothe Centre of 
the Spiritual Universe which was lost at the fall. 


This method of conducting missions, ‘besides ite-evidierit 
conformity to Scripture, is by various weighty considera- 
tions. 


L. Its the only method thet, asa system of measures, will com- 
mend itself strongly to the consciences and respect of mankind.» | 

The first mission sent forth under the care of the American 
Board, was such a mission. And ‘it was sent to the subjects of a — 
nation, with which our ata was then unhappily at-war. But 
the missionaries were regarded on all hands as ‘pre-emi 
nently to’a kingdom not of this world, and ha object of a 
purely spiritual nature, And when, notwi ren red 
the East Indian government ‘would have sent them away, it 
was this that gave convincing and overwhelming force'tothe fol- 
lowi appeal made by our brethren to the governor of Bombay:> 

e entreat you by the spiritual miseries of the heathen; who 
iaiiy perch before your eyes, and under your Excellency’s 
rnment, not to prevent us preaching Christ to them... We en- 
treat you by the blood of Jesus which he shed to redeem them,+— 
as ministers of Him, who has all power in heaven and-earth, and 
who with his farewell and ascending voice commanded his minis- 
ters'to go and teach all ‘we entreat you not to prohibit us 
from teaching these heathen. “By all the principles of our 7 
ligion, fe ie em , We entreat you not to 
separ es of the oie day 
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: will.be.found mighty to pull down the strong holds of 

this world. . The,weapons of our warfare must be spi 

.. The enemy will laugh at the shaking of a spear, at diplo- 

j ee , and every scheme 
of social order and refinement. stands in of nothing but 
the cross of Christ, and therefore we must rely on nothing else. 


, 
ing to the centurion ; so did Apollos, when preaching to:the 
Greeks ;-s0 did Paul, through his whole missicnary career... It ig” 
wonderful what faith those ancient worthies had in the power ofa . 
i i lvati the. blood . of 
had felt its power in their own hearts, they saw 
others, and ne eae to rely on nothing 
the experience of missions has done much to 
i of all things else, separate from this. Who 
know, that the only. cure for the disorders. of 
ind must be wrought in the heart, and that nothing operates 
ike the doctrine of salvation by the cross of Christ? This 
raedathe most highly civilized communities ; but it:is 
: lly true. ; Mergen -vemene Tn ‘their: 
moral degradati just such an argument, striking even 
vincing of'sin, of their own lost state, and 
God. Nothing else will be found like that to bridge 
the mighty gulf which. separates their thonghts from God and the 
iritual world.' . Nothing else: will ‘concentrate, like that, the rays 
of divine truth and grace upon their frozen affectiogs. teem 3 











fore the missionary’s own soul, as an object in 






desire, vite a ak mercitver costing, a ‘mae “fin ay 
his own mind and preaching. It furnishes with a pec 
transcending all that 1uMan “ever co 


and elevating the soul of man ‘and drawing it heavenward—th 
peri feablysee Aerie Rae tone personified in. 
Lord Jesus, and su: to the ellious and 
man! ‘And af: > comes: 
ence, we shal! not ! es rant of the’ heathen; 


sticcess among them will exceed what cb oe mong 
gospel-hardened sinners here at home. I might d oo 
history of missions, ancient and modern, in the most 

illustration of this point, did'the time permit ; but mt Wino tees ijeces- 
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Ret te ald, that there is no way so-direct and: efféctudll ai 

to remove the social disorders and evils thiat afilict the ’ 

world : en — is scones way. Every evil sodate 
mot need, and cannot a separate Pesitpr bers 

© et fom on fountain, pn, Hthaney 5 sept 
‘rebellious heart. Urge home nly appointed 

remedy for a wicked heart ; ‘purify. eas % ribet ove to God 

GaP dian: ie nado to Hil thisweels and soon the influence will: 

pear in every department and relation of life. If reforms in: 

gion and morals are not laid deep in the heart, they will decep- 































tive, and at all events transiént. The evil ‘spirit it will 
some form, with seven-fold ty og “New En 
Trepugnance to slavery her universal rejectionof 
strous evil, to the re haghly evangelical nature of her 
And were the whole southern section of our own land; or even, 
considerable portion of it, favored with such highly evamwelic 
— slavery could not there long exist. Bae ii Res 
especially, an effective public sentiment again: 
el eee ng ion ipmrtr arr in 
and it can be € y ; 
tnd works af lowe ad mercy, wi ide lances hi 
has given for the benefit of his disciples; especially the sacrament 
of his supper. ‘Thus at length, even in barbarous heathen lands, 
the force of in the hearts of the individual members of the 
church will net es ee judice, the 
of custom and usage, the blinding. i 
apprehended, and the ridicule: and. 
verse world. Smaak a 




























































—— Christians, . Not only. arge good.an < 
faithful. missionaries be obtained, bp i Rig atbapc yin E 
prayed. for, and. made. the .ob cj of diy ner ac 

Let it be our. pra: prayer, that leased to str 
our faith in the realities of the unseen world. Then shall web 
better able to pray as we ought for our missionary brethren, 1 : 
- they may.be, intent on their single but great, object of 

is to. C and be so imbued with the spirit, of Christ, -tha 
‘be fully stamped, on all their converts... etus 

os n our brethren among the heathen the imperative 
ofmaling fl roof of their ministry as missiona a 


pr dl upon them “na galt 


the necessary things” a APROTNBIRE. {9 ecu 

vocation. We must at them to the denen that th 
reat those only as loyal subjects. of our. infinite eh 
howgive evidence of hearty submission and reconciliation; but 

nll leave it to.their better-informed ju 
Po ae awry es egal ny ite 
; is what.o to be satisfa evi- 
oneciliation.  - 


‘fo men, and men are ala pange, with Gor and sisted ia in i 
hen poe aha ag pn 
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made a pk ge h aay _ 
shall be po eo pa ." ote ede — andthe 
neers nomena: sob a rece, rasan 


“Tn one swe hony of praise 
Gentileand seh tajall dota euihe’ 





